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The Names Project AIDS Memorial Quilt, 
panels from 17 countries, will be unfoldedinits entirety. 
1987, 
The touching, poignant individual cloth memorials created by 

friends and loved ones are a personal and moving tribute to 
the men, women and children who have died of AIDS. 


displayed in D.C. in October, 
panels. 


families, 


with more than 21,000 
When first 
the Quilt consisted of 1,920 


They send a power- 


ful message about the need for an immediate and compassionate global 
response to the crisis which is AIDS. 


THE WEEKEND PROGRAM 


We gather to respond in many ways: 


l. Cathy Lyons, Chief Execu- 
tive of Health and Welfare Minis- 
tries for the General Board of 
Global Ministries of the United Meth- 
odist Church will share the weekend 
with us. Her emphasis has been the 
response of the church to AIDS. 

She will lead us as we examine 
the impact of AIDS on the church and 
society and look to the future. 

2. We will create our own 
Quilt panel(s) during the weekend. 

3. We will provide station- 
ery, stamps, names and addresses for 
letter writing to members of Con- 
gress, the President, and heads of 
pharmaceutical companies. 

4, We will provide candles, 
and cups to protect them from the 
wind, for the Candlelight March. 

5S. We will gather for dinner, 
pick up our candles and go as a 
group to the Candlelight March. 

6. Worship services by all 
faiths and denominations will be 
held throughout the day on Saturday. 
Affirmation is responsible for the 
service at 3.p.m. 

7. Wewill provide safe, quiet 
places for meditation, reflection 
and processing the impact of the 
Quilt, and AIDS, on our lives. 


NATIONAL AFFIRMATION 
FALL GATHERING 
SCHEDULE Cis i VBE 
FRIDAY -- October 9, 1992 FEB 2 6 p024 
6:30. p.m. Gathering & BYs........... 
Registration at ..,i«fe. 
Wesley Seminiary 
73:30 p.m. Evening Program 
SATURDAY -- October 10, 1992 
(at Christ United Methodist Church) 
9:00 a.m. Breakfast 
9:30 a.m. Morning Program 
Noon Break for Lunch 
(on your own) 
3200 p.m. Worship Service 
5:00 p.m. Dinner prior to 
Candlelight March 
6:30 p.m. Candlelight March 
SUNDAY -- October 11, 1992 


(at Christ United Methodist Church) 
9:00. a.m. Breakfast 


9430 ‘a.m. Affirmation Meeting 
10:30 a.m. Affirmation Closing 
11:00 a.m. Worship with Christ 


United Methodist 
Church 


BAPTIST CHURCH IN 
NORTH CAROLINA 
BLESSES GAY UNION 


(from the March 2, 1992, 
Observer, Raleigh, N.C.) 


By Donna Seese, Staff writer 


RALEIGH--By a vote of nearly 
2-1, the congregation of Pullen Me- 
morial Baptist Church has chosen to 
permit a service blessing the union 
of two homosexual men. 

The church's decision defies a 
resolution by the Southern Baptist 
Convention condemning Pullen for 
condoning "the gross perversion and 
unguestioned sin" of homosexuality. 
Pullen could be ousted from the 
convention for its decision. 

"We are just trying to be 
faithful to what God would have us 
be," said the Rev. M. Mahan Siler Jr., 
pastor of Pullen. 


The vote, which followed two 
months of debate among church mem- 
bers, wasS announced at the end of 
the worship service Sunday. 

In a ballot addressing four 
issues, the congregation showed over- 
welming support--94 percent--for 
welcoming homosexuals to full mem- 
bership but weaker backing--64 per- 
cent--for offering a service to 
bless the union. The vote also fa- 
vored opening the church to anyone, 
and establishing a document that 
would include a ceremony for same- 
sex union along withits historical, 
biblical and theological background. 

Church members, including some 


The News & 


who disagreed with the outcome, 
said Sunday that the church had 
reached its decision through an 


open process that strengthened the 
congregation. 

"ft personally am roe “In 
favor," said Steve Edwards, 54, a 
member. oO8F; .ZBullen..for,)23 years. 
"But Irespect this congregation's 


stance. It was not an easily made 
decision; it was a long, laborious 
process. But clearly it was a 


decisive vote. I didn't want to 
seé a Sl..to 49 split." 

Others said the choice was a 
natural expression of their faith. 
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"We as a Christian community 
can embrace all people," said Dr. 


Dan Chartier, 43, a member for 
three years who favors the 
same-gender blessing ceremony. "If 


we really believe what we say -we 
believe, then there are no differ- 
ences between us as Christians." 

"It has been a very intense 
time," Siler said in an interview. 
"The issue is very emotional and 
has required deep soul-searching. 
This church has honored diversity 
for years and years. We have a 
tradition of being willing to 
address difficult issues." 

Siler said Pullen's position 
has less to do with homosexuality 
than with monogamy as a moral 
issue. 

“We're taking a stand toward a 
responsible expression of sexual- 
ity,” Siiter said. “it's a. stand of 
Support toward persons who want to 
commit to a long-term monogamous 
relationship." 

The Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion's executive committee has 
denounced both Pullen and Olin T. 
Binkley Memorial Baptist Church in 
Chapel Hitt, which is considering 
whether to give a gay divinity 
student license to preach. 

But Pullen members expressed 
little concern over the convention's 
actions. 

Opposition has also cone 
closer to home. 

On Sunday, while the congrega- 
tion prayed and sang hymns inside 
the church, the cars parked outside 
were papered with fliers condemning 
homosexuality and offering lengthy 


from 


interpretations of the Bible's 
stand on sex, marriage, lust and 
hell. Church leaders removed the 


fliers before the service ended. 

Siler said he has received 
many negative calls and letters. 

"It indicates to me the fear 
of homosexuality that's in our 
society and in us all," he said. 
"But it makes me understand what a 
homosexual deals with all the time. 
ltie a taste of the “Kina” of’ coan- 
demnation they face." 
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IN MEMORIUM 


The Rev. Paul M. Abels, one of 
the founders of Affirmation, died 
at his home in Rensselaerville, NY, 
this past March. 

Paul was pastor of the Wash- 
ington Square UMC in New York from 
1973 to 1984, and was the first 
openly gay minister with a congre- 
gation in a major Christian denom- 
ination in America. 

A graduate of Drew University 
and its seminary, he earned a 
master's degree in sacred music from 
Union Theological Seminary. His 
Passions were for music and thearts 
and also for peace and social jus- 
tice. His church, on West Fourth 
Street in New York City, became a 
focal point in the peace movement 
in the '70's and in ministry to the 
city's gay and lesbian community. 

In 1977, two years after help- 
ing found Affirmation, he publicly 
acknowledged his homosexuality. 

From remarks presented by Dr. 
Kenneth E. Rowe of Drew University 
at the Memorial Service for Paul: 

"Critics called for his re- 
moval from his parish but his par- 
ishioners and clergy colleagues sus- 
tained him whenever the matter came 
up for a vote. The criticism con- 
tinued and he retired in 1984 shortly 
after the denomination barred 
Openly lesbian and gay men from 
pastoral appointments. Though pain- 
ed by his church's official position 
on homosexuality, Paul remained in 
the United Methodist fold.... 

“Let Paul have the last word. 
It comes from a Christmas note he 
sent to friends in 1979 which found 
its way into my file: 


Through chipping paint and 
crumbling spires 

And stairs that creak and 
break, 


Our spirits here dare rise to 
plead 
For peace and justice' sake. 


Those who come for comfort 
seeking 

Often find. a pipe that's 
leaking 

Yet beyond the puddle and the 
dust 
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Sometimes they find the living 
Crust 

of Bread, though day old, full 
Gr *T ite. 


So Christmas enters once more 
a world of strife 

Where folk solve conflict with 
bomb and knife. 

But we at church .on Fourth 
Street, West, 

Do still believe that Love is 
best! 


--Paul Abels, Christmas note, 1979" 


ESS a EEE aT 
BISHOP TO INDIANA CLERGY: 
NO MORE GAY UNION LITURGIES! 


By Jean Caffey Lyles 
(United Methodist News Service) 


The United Methodist bishop in 
Indiana has warned clergy in his 
charge not to officiate at ceremo- 
nies for gay menand lesbians "which 
resemble the rite of marriage," or 
to allow their churches to be used 
for such liturgies. 

A statement of admonition to 
clergy was issued Aug. 20 by Bishop 
Leroy C. Hodapp of Indianapolis and 
the 20 district superintendents who 
assist him in supervising Indiana's 
1,400 ordained United Methodist 
ministers and 1,500 congregations. 

The statement, mailed to all 
United Methodist clergy in Indiana, 
came in response to contr rice 
Sparked by a "Celebration of Holy 
Covenant" between two gay men held 
July 25 at Broadway United 

.Methodist Church, Indianapolis. 

Five United Methodist clergy-- 
four from Indiana and one _ from 
Michigantook part in the ceremony, 
at which Holy Communion was served. 

Sharp reactions by some 
Indiana clergy prompted front-page 
coverage in the Indianapolis Star 
and a news story on a local tele- 
vision station. 

The worship service included 
the exchange of rings but no formal 
vows or official marriage liturgy. 

In their letter the bishop and 
Superintendents sought to clarify 
what they termed the "ambiguous" 
area between the church's affirmation 
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of ministry to homosexuals and its 
rejection of homosexual marriage. 
Acknowledging the controversy 


that erupted in the wake of the 
service, the statement said, "The 
service at Broadway Church was 


viewed by the ministers who partic- 
ipated and was defined to church 
authorities, as in no way being 
comparable to a wedding. 


"Others have viewed it differ- 
ently, some contending that it was 
very similar if not identical to a 
wedding." 

The letter continued, "In the 
light of this confusion, and the 
pain which it causes to many within 


the church, we admonish United 
Methodist clergy in Indiana to 
refrain From officiating, or from 


permitting their church facilities 
to be used, in any ceremony for 
homosexual persons which resembles 
the rite of marriage." 

The Rev. Mary Ann Moman, 
co-pastor of the Broadway church, 
who participated in the service, 
sent a letter responding to 
Criticism of her role to the South 
Indiana Conference Board of Ordained 
Ministry, which she chairs. The 
board approves candidates for 
Ordination as clergy. 

Moman denied that the service 


was a wedding, calling it a "cele- 
bration...of the covenant made by 
two men who are members of our 


congregation." 

Moman said she chose to par- 
ticipate only after prayer, study 
and conversation with her bishop, 
her superintendent and others. 

"I did not act out of a desire 
to test the Discipline," she said, 
referring to United Methodism's book 


of law. "L.. acted. out... of 9.cempas- 
sion 

In an interview with the 
Hoosier United Methodist, Moman 


Said the two men were active church 
members who had been in a 
long-standing relationship. "This 
is a faith issue for them...not 
some fly-by-night, ‘Let's set the 


The monthly Indiana church 
paper also quoted a = prominent 
conservative Kokomo, Ind., pastor, 
the Rev. Riley Case, who called the 
bishop's and superintendents' re- 
sponse “a good strong statement. 
It's too bad it hadn't been made 
sooner." 


ee EE ES ee ES aa SS ee 


CLERGYWOMAN 
WITHDRAWS 


(United Methodist News Service) 


Amid turmoil over a recent 
"Celebration of Holy Covenant" be- 
tween two gaymen, aMichigan clergy- 
woman who took part in the ceremony 
has backed off from accepting an 
appointment as a United Methodist 
district superintendent. 

Ie jane. Auge its26 Liletter = To 
pastors, United Methodist Bishop 
Judith Craig, Southfield, Mich., 
announced that she has- granted 
"with deep regret" the Rev. Ilona 
Sabo-Shuler's request to "step back" 
from appointment as superintendent 
of the Grand Rapids District in the 


church's West Michigan Annual Con- 
ference. 
Craig called the situation 


that prompted Sabo-Shuler's with- 
drawal "grievous and border(ing) on 
the ludicrous." 

Sabo-Shuler was to have assumed 


the post Sept. 1, replacing the 
Rev. Sharon « 'Z. Rader, who was 
elected a bishop in mid-July. 
Sabo-Shuler, together with 
four Indiana United Methodist 
clergy, took part July 25 in the 


celebration of the union of two gay 


men. Media reports of the service 
at Broadway United Methodist 
Church, Indianapolis, evoked strong 
reactions. 

In response to the confusion 
and Cont Fict; United Methodist 


Bishop Leroy Hodapp of Indianapolis 
asked Indiana clergy to forgo par- 
ticipating in services for gay and 
lesbian couples that “resemble the 
rite of marriage." 


church on fire' thing. They wanted Participants in the service, 
to share their personal covenant | in which rings were exchanged, con- 
with the church." tend that the ceremony was not 
Sets dukes on ef) OMT re 
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comparable to a wedding; critics 
charge that it violated church law 
that marriage isa covenant "between 
a man and a woman." 

Craig's letter did not mention 
the Indianapolis service. She quo- 
ted a statement in which Sabo-Shuler 
asked to withdraw from appointment 
aS a superintendent "because I do 
not want to embroil the conference, 
at this time of episcopal 
transition, in the controversies 
often surrounding pastors who are 
actively involved inthe Reconciling 
Congregations Program...and directly 
involved in ministries among gay 
and lesbian persons." 

“Reconciling Congregations" is 
a designation adopted by 55 U.S. 
churches that have vowed to welcome 
gays and lesbians into their member- 
Ship. The Williamston congregation 
(Sabo-Shuler's) is not listed as 
one of the 55, said a representative 
of Affirmation, an unofficial gay 
and lesbian caucus in the denomina- 
tion: 

Craig's letter, alluding to 
controversy in the church over min- 
istries to gay and lesbian people, 
said, “To? «find + that.¢-ene ~ gift 
Singled out as a cause for concern, 
without affirming the wide and deep 
wholeness of (Sabo-Shuler's) minis- 
try is grievous and borders on the 
ludicrous if not sinful." 

Craig said she prayed that 
church people "will usethis moment 
of tearing and grief" as an occasion 
for “penitent and thoughtful reflec- 
tions" 

"I continue to be amazed," she 
added, “at how stubbornly many of 
Our people express what feels to me 
like fear and prejudice" Eeeaected 
in "rejection and judgment.' 
Rather than "pointing fingers and 
attacking persons, I hope we can 
join in prayerful and compassionate 
theological dialogue." 


Se 


a 
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NEWS FROM 
LOCAL GROUPS 


AUSTIN AFFIRMATION participated in 
and sponsored the "Nourishing the 
Tree of Life" service at First UMC. 
The group invited members of other 
denominations to join in the wor- 
Ship service, one of many held 
throughout the country during the 
week of June 20-28. For more in- 
formation call or write to 

, Austin, TX 


MID-ATLANTIC AFFIRMATION meets 
every Sunday evening at Dumbarton 
UMC at 6:00 P.M. During the summer 
they held worship services in mem- 
bers homes. The group participated 
in Pride Day activities in June and 
celebrated worship at Christ UMC 
Organized by the Reconciling Con- 
gregation Program. Social activi- 
ties have included a group tri 5...to 
Rehoboth Beach and a bike hike/cook 
eout..in.. Jduly.. The group will par- 
ticipate in the 1992 AIDSWalk in 


September. For more information 
call Karl or write 
to , Washington, DC 


AFFIRMATION SACRAMENTO meets at St. 
Mark's UMC the first Monday of every 
month, at 7:30 p.m. Their meetings 
usually include a speaker and then 
a time for discussions of theologi- 
cal guestions. In September they 
plan to have a Potluck Anniversary 
Celebration. Several members of 
the group attended the General Con- 
ference in Kentucky and have shared 
their experiences with the group. 


For more information call 
Or write .to ’ 
Sacramento, CA ‘ 


DALLAS AFFIRMATION continues to be 
a very vital and active group. In 
July they had the Religion Editor 
for The Dallas Morning News speak 
at their monthly meeting. The group 
took a stroll down the yellow brick 
road when they helped raise money 
for AIDS service organizations at 
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Razzle Dazzle DallasinJune. Dallas 
Affirmation meets every fourth Mon- 
day of the month at Northhaven UMC 
for a potluck dinner, devotional, 
and a program beginning at 7:00 p.m. 
For more aioe ty or 
MM, Dallas, Tx ‘ 

CENTRAL VIRGINIA AFFIRMATION holds 
their meetings on the 2nd and 4th 
Monday of the month. The groupmeets 
at Pace Memorial UMC in Richmond, 
Virginia, at 7:30 p.m. In July the 
group held their annual 4th of July 
picnic with Dignity and Integrity. 
The August 24th meeting was to 
attempt to determine where the group 


stands after the General Conference 
and the Virginia Annual Conference. 


For more information call 
or RM, orwrite ; 
Richmond, VA s 


AFFIRMATION SUSQUEHANNA VALLEY is a 
network for justice-seeking minis- 
tries and meets as a personal sup- 
port network:for gay, lesbian, bi- 
sexual United Methodists, both lay- 
persons and clergy. In June the 
group car-pooled to Gay Pride Bal- 
timore Parade and Festival. In July 
they participated in a service of 
healing for the UMC Church as a re- 
sult of the General Conference ac- 
tion. In August the group was to 
picnic’ at Pinchot State Park. ‘Cali 


Joel at QM for more informa- 


€7rori. 


AFFIRMATION OKLAHOMA discovered at 
their June 13th meeting that the 
group really enjoys singing. Affir- 
mation hopes tocosponsor a "Nurtur- 
ing the Tree of Life" service with 
the Clegg Congregation this fall. 
Members of the group participated 
in a Gay Pride Weekend worship ser- 
vice featuring Chris Glaser. The 
group usually meets twice a month 
On Saturday evening. For more in- 


formation call or 
write to P 
Oklahoma City, OK : 


AFFIRMATION TULSA meets monthly on 
Monday evenings. For more informa- 
tion write Affirmation Tulsa, 


, Tulsa, OK 3. 
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For inclusion of news about your 
group, please send information or 


copies of your newsletter to Fritz 
Schultz, San 
Francisco, CA - Include con- 


tact person with address and/or 


phone number. 
Y- 


MM 
SS 4 a 


LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
July 29, 1992 


Dear Family: 


Thank you for the positive 
attitude and approach in the summer 
issue of the newsletter. It is good 
to stand back and take a look at 
the bigger picture of movement 
across the years. I was just coming 
into the church in 1972 and was not 
involved in the sexual orientation 
issue until the late 1980's. Be- 
Sides, it has been difficult to get 
any feel of movement when the church 
is inching along by the quadrennium. 

I wanted to let you know that 
I appreciated what you did. 


Sincerely, 
A member in Ohio 


Editor's note: Names will not be 
used in "Letters to the Editor" 
column unless the writer specifi- 
cally requests otherwise. 
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LOCAL GROUPS 
PLEASE NOTE! 


Dr. Kenneth Rowe, Professor of 
Church History and librarian 
at the Methodist Archives and 
History Center at Drew Univer- 
sity and Affirmation Archivist 
is requesting that local groups 
send copies of their Newsletters 
to: Periodicals Supervisor, 
.Methodist Library, Drew Univer- 
Sity, Madison, NJ 07940. 
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SESS SSES SSS SS CESSES SSS SSS SUE C SEY 
Fake 1992 


Falk 1992 


DOCUMENTING OUR WITNESS: 
AFFIRMATION ARCHIVES 
A Reminder 


For over sixteen years 
Affirmation has. made an eloquent 
and courageous witness to the 


United Methodist Church and to the 
lesbian, gay and bisexual community. 
Future generations seeking a model 
of true Christian community will be 
able to look back and find in the 
Affirmation Archives documentation 
of our witness and community. 
However, the Archives need your 
help. Dr. Kenneth Rowe, Professor 
of Church History and librarian at 
the Methodist Archives and History 
Center at UM-related Drew Univer- 


sity, Madison, Neod., is the 
Affirmation Archivist. He is 
seeking a complete file of the 


minutes of meetings and correspon- 
dence of officers or anything else 
concerning Affirmation since the 
inception of its predecessor organ- 
ization in 1972. 

He also seeks histories of 
each local group beginning with our 
first, Kansas City in 1975, through 
Tulsa in 1991. 


Under the terms or the 
Archives, individual donors and 
groups may specify whether 


donations are on temporary loan or 
permanent gift as well as who may 
have access to them. 

Please help us document the 
history of our witness by contact- 
ing, Tim. at if you 
have any contributions. 


DEADLINE FOR WINTER 
ISSUE 


Submissions in by Nov. 9 
Publication date: Nov. 30 


The Affiunation Newsletter is pub- 
Lished quanterty by Affirmation: 


United Methodists for Lesbian, Gay 
and Bisexual Concerns. ALL 
submissions and Letters of inquiry 
éhould be addressed to: 


Affiumation Newsletter 
P.O. Box 1021 
Evanston, IL 60204 


EVALUATION 


Affirmation is conducting an 
evaluation of our Long Range 
Plan and our new Council struc- 

5S ture. Members will soon re- 
ceive an evaluation form (or 
have received it already). We 
urge all to complete the form 
and return it promptly. Your 
views and comments are vitally 
important to our’ continued 
growth and improvement as a 
national organization. Thank 
you. 


Planning and Evaluation 
: Committee 
Jeanne Barnett, Convenor 


HAATTAATIA AAA AAO AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAALA 
BIGOTRY HAS ITS COSTS 


PORTLAND, Ore -- An anti- 
gay rights ordinance sponsored by 
the Oregon Citizens Alliance caused 
a 24-day gap in insurance coverage 
forthe city of Springfield, a prob- 
lem that could crop up statewide or 
nationally. 

The city's liability insurer, 
Fireman's Fund, placed an exclusion 
on Springfield's policy fromJuly 1l- 
July 24, saying it would not cover 
any losses arising from discrimina- 
tion lawsuits over the ordinance, 
said assistant city manager, Gino 
Grimaldi. 

---(a) group opposed to Meas- 
ure 9 said the Springfield ordinance, 
passed by voters in the May 19 pri- 
mary, shows what could happen if 
Oregon or other states try to re- 
strict gay rights. 

"Every city, county, library, 
state agency, public college or uni- 
versity faces the real risk of dis- 
crimination lawsuits," said Ellen 
Lowe, a spokeswoman for the No on 9 
Campaign and a director of the Ecu- 
menical Ministries of Oregon. 

The amendment to the Spring- 
field charter prohibited the city 
from any action that would "promote, 
encourage or facilitate homosexual- 
ity," the same language that appears 
in Measure 9, the statewide initia- 
tive. 
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P.O. Box 1021 
Evanston, IL 60204 


RENEWAL: 
SPR93 
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